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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  CWMBRAN 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour,  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  your  dis- 
trict, to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  1959.  It  is  compiled  according 
to  the  directions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  includes  the  Report 
of  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Dr.  Evelyn  D.  Owen  retired  on  9th  April,  1960,  and  it  is  on 
information  collected  by  her  that  this  Report  is  based. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  5,850 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident 
population,  mid- 1959  ...  ...  20,340 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of 
year)  according  to  rate  books  ...  6,412 

Total  Rateable  Value,  1 4 59  ...  £199,196 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  ...  £650 


The  Registrar  General's  mid-year  estimate  of  the  Cwmbran 
population  for  1959  was  20,340,  an  increase  of  600  when  compared 
with  the  estimate  for  1958.  The  natural  increase  of  population  was 
291 ; there  were  474  live  births  and  291  deaths.  The  increase  is  less 
than  half  that  for  each  of  the  years  1951-57. 
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The  Registrar  General’s  comparability  factors,  used  for  the 
calculation  of  local  adjusted  rates,  are  0-81  for  births  and  1 -42  for 
deaths. 

The  statistics  dealing  with  births  and  infant  deaths  are  more 
comprehensive  than  those  of  previous  years.  The  inclusion  of  the 
perinatal  mortality  and  early  neonatal  mortality  rates  draw's  atten- 
tion to  deaths  before,  i.e.  after  the  28th  week  of  pregnancy,  during, 
and  Just  after  birth.  These  deaths  have  not  showm  the  same  percen- 
tage decrease  as  that  which  has  occurred  in  later  infancy.  The  latter 
deaths  have  responded  to  improved  enviromental  conditions,  im- 
proved infant  care,  and  measures  to  deal  with  infections  of  infancy 
and  the  infectious  diseases. 

In  1959  the  perinatal  mortality  in  England  and  Wales  was 
34-2  per  1,000  live  and  still  births.  In  Sweden  for  1955  it  was  28-0  per 
1,000  live  and  still  births.  Approximately  5,000  infant  lives  could  be 
saved  yearly  by  a reduction  of  the  perinatal  mortality  rate  to  tliis 
level.  The  figures  indicate  a need  for  the  further  investigation  of  the 
diseases  of  pregnancy,  congenital  malformations  and  still  births,  the 
care  of  the  premature  infant  and  the  causes  and  treatment  of  ate- 
lectasisand  asphyxia.  Other  factors  influencing  the  perinatal  mortality 
rate  include  antenatal  care,  the  selection  of  cases  for  hospital  con- 
finement and  the  management  of  labour. 

The  local  adjusted  birth  rate  for  the  district  was  higher  than 
that  for  Monmouthshire  and  the  Country  as  a whole  by  approxi- 
mately 2-0  per  1,000  population.  The  still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total 
live  and  still  births  was  below  that  for  Monmouthshire  but  above 
that  for  England  and  Wales.  The  infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live 
births  was  almost  one  half  of  the  Monmouthshire  rate  and  below 
that  for  England  and  Wales  by  7-23  per  1,000  live  births.  Similarly, 
the  neonatal  and  early  neonatal  rates  were  favourable.  In  the  case  of 
perinatal  mortality  the  rate  is  below  that  for  Monmouthshire  but 
above  that  for  the  Country  as  a whole  by  10-6  per  1,000  live  and 
still  births. 
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There  were  no  maternal  deaths  attributed  to  pregnancy, 
childbirth  or  abortion. 


The  crude  death  rate  is  deceiving  because  of  the  young  popu- 
lation of  the  area.  The  local  adjusted  death  rate  is  above  that  for  the 
Country  and  the  County  by  one  per  1,000  population.  The  majority 
of  deaths,  102  of  the  185  deaths,  were  due  to  diseases  of  the  heart, 
blood  vessels  and  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system.  Cancer 
accounted  for  the  next  largest  group  with  25  deaths.  Of  these  deaths 
6 were  due  to  cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi  and  were  of  males. 
There  were  no  deaths  from  leukaemia. 


During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  Government  announced 
that  the  proposed  giant  Steelworks  and  Strip  Mill  for  Richard 
Thomas  and  Baldwins  Ltd.,  would  be  built  at  Llanwern,  near  New- 
port. It  is  expected  that  many  of  the  persons  employed  in  building 
and  operating  these  works  will  be  housed  within  the  district.  The 
house  building  programme  is  being  speeded  up  to  satisfy  the  ex- 
pected demand. 


Live  Births 


MTAL  STATISTICS 


Male 

remale 

Total 

Legitimate  ... 

260 

202 

462 

Illegitimate  ... 

5 

7 

12 

Total 

265 

209 

474 

Crude  birth  rate  per  1 

,000 

resident  population 

23-31 

Local  adjusted  birth  rate  per 
1,000  resident  population  ...  18-88 

Live  birth  rate  for  Monmouthshire 
per  1,000  resident  population  ...  16-85 

Live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
per  1,000  population  16-5 
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Illegitimate  Live  births  per  cent 

of  total  Live  births  2-53‘;o 

Illegitimate  Live  births  per  cent 
of  total  Live  births  for  Monmouthshire  2-8"^, 


Still  Births 


Legitimate 
Illegitimate  . . . 


Male  Female  Total 
10  7 17 


10  7 17 

Rate  per  1,000  resident  population  ...  0-83 

Still  birth  rate  for  Monmouthshire 

per  1,(00  population  ...  0-54 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  27-50 
Rate  for  Monmouthshire  per  1,000 
live  and  still  births  ...  ...  30-9 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1 ,000 
total  live  and  still  births  ...  20-7 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  ...  491 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Male  Female  Total 

Deaths  of  infants  (under  1 year) 

Legitimate  5 2 7 

Illegitimate — — — 


Total 5 2 7 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000 
live  births ...  ...  ...  ...  14-77 

Infant  mortality  rate  for  Monmouthshire 
per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  27-23 

Infant  mortality  rate  for  England  and 

Wales  per  1,000  live  births  ...  22-0 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births  15-15 
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Legitimate  infant  deaths  for  Mon- 
mouthshire per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  26-7 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births  ...  ...  nil 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  for  Mon- 
mouthshire per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  44-9 

Neo-natal  deaths  (deaths  under  4 weeks) 

Male  Female  Total 
Legitimate  ...  ...  ...3  2 5 

Illegitimate — — — 

Total 3 2 5 


Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000 
live  births ...  ...  ...  ...  10-55 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  for  Mon- 
mouthshire per  1,000  live  births  21-28 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  per  1,000 

live  births 15-8 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate 
(deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  total 

live  births)  10-55 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  for 
Monmouthsire  (deaths  under  1 
week  per  1,000  total  live  births)  17-3 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths 
and  deaths  under  1 week  com- 
bined per  1,000  total  live  and  still 

births)  ...  ...  44-81 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  for  Mon- 
mouthshire (stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  1 week  combined  per  1,000 
total  live  and  still  births)  ...  46-00 
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Perinatal  mortality  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  (stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  1 week  combined  per  1,000 
total  live  and  still  births)  ...  34-2 

.\GES  AND  CAUSES  OF  INFANT  DEATHS 

Cause  of  Death  Number  of  deaths 

Under  4 weeks  4 weeks  1 yr. 

Prematurity  

Congenital  malformations 
Pneumonia 

Birth  injury  

Asphyxia  neonatorum  ... 

Total  5 2 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

There  were  no  deaths  attributed  to  pregnancy,  childbirth  or 
abortion. 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000 
total  births 

Maternal  mortality  rate  for  Mon- 
mouthshire per  1 ,000  total  births 

Maternal  mortality  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  per  1 ,000  total  births 

DEATHS 

Male  Female  Total 
102  81  183 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  resident 
population  

Local  adjusted  death  rate  per  1,C00 
resident  population 

Death  rate  for  Monmouthshire  ... 

per  1.000  population 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
per  1,000  population 


Nil 

•52 

•38 

8-99 

12-76 

11-74 

11-6 
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DEATHS  BY  CAUSE  AND  SEX  AT  ALL  AGES 


Cause  of  death 
Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other  forms 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis 

Measles  

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ... 

Cancer  (inc;  lungs  & bronchi — 6 males) 
Leukaemia 

Diabetes  ... 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  .Angina  

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  and  circulatory  diseases  ... 
Influenza  ... 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 
Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 
Other  digestive  diseases  ... 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents  

Suicide  

Total  


Male  Females  Total 
2 — 2 


1 — 1 

17  11  28 


15  10  25 

18  8 26 

2 4 6 

21  24  45 

1 — 1 

3 2 5 

3 1 4 

1 — 1 

1 1 2 

2 — 2 


1 2 3 

10  8 18 

— 2 2 

3 3 6 

1 4 5 

102  81  183 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 


Measles  was  prevalent  during  the  month  of  January,  and 
there  was  a small  outbreak  of  whooping  cough  during  the  mid- 
summer. 

The  only  other  diseases  notified  were  three  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  and  one  case  of  pneumonia. 

No  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  notified  during  the  year. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  DURING  1959 


Disease 

Cases 

Admitted 

Total 

Smallpox 

notified 

to  hospital 

deaths 

Scarlet  fever 

3 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough 

26 

— 

— ■ 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— • 

— • 

Measles 

221 

- — ■ 

— 

Enteric  fever  (inc. Paratyphoid) 
Puerpera  pyrexia  ... 

Pneumonia  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

NOTIFIED  DISEASES  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


1 

2 

3 

4 


Years 

> 


DISEASE 

C 

1 

j 

1 

1 

10  14 

5 - 9 

L/» 

1 

oo 

hj  n 

C 

3 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 — 

— 

— — 

Whooping  cough 

1 

3 

2 

4 

1 

15  — 

— 

— — 

Measles 

9 

33 

37 

34 

38 

67  1 

— 

1 1 

Pneumonia 

1 — 

10 


V'accination  and  Inimuuisation 

These  services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  at  the 
Infant  Welfare  Clinics  and  by  the  General  Practitioners  in  the  area. 

During  the  year  313  children  completed  the  diphtheria  im- 
munisation course.  All  were  under  live  years  of  age.  In  addition  56 
children  between  the  ages  of  5 and  14  years  received  booster  doses. 

402  children  were  immunised  against  whooping  cough.  9 
children  received  booster  doses. 


272  children  were  vaccinated  against  smallpox,  259  being 
under  4 years  of  age,  5 between  five  and  nine  years  and  8 over  fifteen 
years  of  age.  20  people  were  re-vaccinated,  13  of  them  being  over 
fifteen  years  of  age. 

Tuberculosis  (new  cases  and  mortality)  during  1959 

Age  groups  New  Cases  Deaths 

Resp'  Non  resp’.  Resp’.  Non  resp’ 
M F M F M F M F 

Under  5 vears  ...  ...  1 1 — — — — — — 


5-14  years... 


15-24  years 
25-44  years 
45-64  years 
65  years  and  over 


4 3 — — 2 — — 


Seven  new  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  were  notified 
during  the  year. 

There  were  nineteen  inward  transfers  from  other  areas. 

Two  deaths  from  tuberculosis  were  registered  during  the 
year.  Both  were  of  males,  aged  37  and  65  years. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  156  ca^es  on  the  register.  This 
number  was  made  up  as  follows: — 

Re  -piiMtory  Non- Respiratory 

Males 78  I 

Females...  ...  ...  ...  71  6 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 


Public  Health  Otficers. 

The  staff  consisted  of: — 

(a)  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  Evelyn  D.  Owen,  who 
is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Caerleon  Urban  District 
Council  and  Medical  Officer  for  the  No.  8 Health  Area  of  the  County- 
Council. 

(b)  The  Public  Health  Inspector — Mr.  D.  G.  Vallis, 
A.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Committees 

The  Committees  concerned  with  Public  Health  matters  are: — 

(a)  The  Public  Health  Committee,  and 

(b)  The  Waterworks  Committee. 

Each  of  these  Committees  is  composed  of  all  the  members  of 
the  Council  sitting  under  its  own  Chairman.  Between  them  they  deal 
with  all  matters  of  Public  Health  with  the  exception  of  Housing. 
The  latter  is  dealt  with  by  the  Council  directly. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  - SECTION  47 

Removal  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  Section  during  1959. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

(i)  The  Water  Supply  is  derived  partly  from  the  Blaen  Bran 
source  and  partly  from  a bulk  supply  taken  from  the  Talybont  trunk 
mains  under  an  agreement  with  the  Newport  Corporation.  The 
Blaen  Bran  reservoir  is  fed  by  mountain  streams  and  springs  and 
the  water  is  filtered,  chemically  treated  and  chlorinated  in  the  Coun- 
cil’s filtration  plant  at  Upper  Cwmbran.  The  bulk  supply  from  New- 
port Corporation  is  treated  at  Talybont.  Both  supplies  have  been 
bacteriologically  examined  during  the  year  and  found  to  be  satis- 
factory. 
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The  Blaen  Bran  supply  gravitates  to  the  higher  parts  of  the 
area  and  can  be  supplemented  by  Talybont  water  pumped  by  the 
Grange  Road  Pumping  Station  into  the  Tram  Road  service  reservoir 
Upper  Cwmbran.  The  lower  parts  of  the  area  are  supplied  directly 
with  Talybont  water. 

Virtually  all  the  houses  within  reach  of  a piped  water  supply 
are  now  so  supplied,  but  there  remain  isolated  properties  which  are 
either  at  too  high  a level,  or  too  remote  to  be  economically  supplied 
and  which  derive  their  water  supplies  from  shallow  wells  or  springs. 

A scheme  has  been  prepared  to  afford  a supply  to  a large 
number  of  properties  in  the  south-western  part  of  the  area,  and  it  is 
expected  that  this  work  will  be  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Owing  to  the  unusually  dry  summer  of  1959.  it  was  necessary 
to  purchase  a larger  proportion  than  usual  of  the  total  amount  of 
water  supplied,  and  during  the  twelve  months,  approximately  70 
per  cent  was  obtained  from  the  Talybont  supply.  Due  to  the  fall 
in  yield  from  Blaen  Bran,  it  was  necessary  to  re-pump  Talybont 
water  from  June  until  November  to  maintain  the  supply  to  the 
higher  parts  of  the  area. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage.  An  acceptable  solution  to 
the  problem  of  flooding  at  “The  Meads”,  Newport  Road. 
Llantarnam,  has  not  yet  been  found,  but  discussions  have  continued 
between  the  Council’s  Officers  and  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  & Local  Government  on  the  matter.  It  is  hoped  that  a 
scheme  acceptable  to  all  parties  will  be  found  in  the  near  future. 

Further  flooding  has  been  experienced  in  the  Belle  Vue  area 
of  Cwmbran,  and  the  Council  have  given  much  consideration  to  the 
problem.  In  the  long  term,  works  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Cwmbran 
Development  Corporation  will  remedy  the  situation,  but  in  the 
meantime  the  Council  are  taking  all  possible  steps  to  prevent 
flooding  and  to  alleviate  the  nuisance. 
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(iii)  Rivers  and  Streams.  During  the  year  there  has  been  a 
further  marked  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  Afon  Llwyd, 
although  it  appears  that  there  are  still  a small  number  of  sources  of 
pollution.  The  erosion  of  the  river  banks  is  now  probably  a more 
serious  problem  than  pollution. 

(iv)  Refuse  Collection.  1 he  Council  carry  out  the  collection 
of  house  and  trade  refuse,  where  required,  by  direct  labour,  using 
modern  covered  specially  designed  vehicles.  During  the  year  the 
disposal  of  refuse  by  controlled  tipping  was  continued  in  the  derelict 
clay  holes  between  Llantarnam  Road  and  Oakheld  Road,  Cwmbran, 
and  the  clay  holes  will  have  been  filled  in  by  about  September,  1960. 
Tip  attendants  are  employed  in  spreading  and  covering  each  day’s 
collection  with  large  quantities  of  slag  and  ashes  which  are  conveyed 
from  Messrs.  Richard  Thomas  & Baldwin’s  works  at  Panteg.  The 
quantity  of  slag  and  ashes  used  is  considerably  more  than  the  quan- 
tity of  refuse  and  enables  a very  high  standard  to  be  maintained  on 
the  tip.  A number  of  germicidal  insecticides  incorporating  D.D.T. 
B.H.C.,  Malathein,  Pyrethrum  and  other  ingredients,  are  used  very 
extensively  and  pressure  spraying  of  the  tip  with  liquid  tip  dressing 
is  regularly  undertaken.  The  distribution  of  the  powder  insecticides 
IS  carried  out  with  a “Sissis”  Fertilizer  Spreader.  This  machine  gives 
an  adjustable  controlled  rate  of  spread  and  very  even  coverage  over 
the  area.  It  is  also  an  extremely  quick  method  of  distributing  the 
insecticide,  since  a rate  of  spread  of  at  least  5 cwts.  per  hour  can  be 
achieved. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk.  Licences  issued  under  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Regulations,  1949-50  : — 

No.  of  persons  licensed  to  retail  Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk 

No.  of  persons  licensed  to  retail  Pasteurised 
and  Sterilised  Milk n 
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No.  of  supplementary  licenses  granted  to  re- 
tail milk  in  area  from  premises  situated 
outside  area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

No.  of  producer  retailers  9 

Total  No.  of  milk  retailers  ...  ...  ...  19 

33  samples  of  milk  (22  Tuberculin  Tested,  11  Pasteurised) 
were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination,  all  of  which  were  satis- 
factory. 

Water  Supplies.  Samples  are  taken  monthly  of  the  public  water 
supply,  both  from  the  Blaen  Bran  supply  and  the  Talybont  main 
supply.  On  all  occasions  the  samples  were  found,  on  analysis,  to  be 
bacteriologically  satisfactory. 

23  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  individual  dwellings  not 
supplied  by  the  public  mains  and,  in  each  case,  the  samples  on  an- 
alysis were  bacteriologically  unsatisfactory.  These  dwellings  obtain 
their  water  supply  from  shallow  wells  or  springs.  The  Council  has 
prepared  a scheme  to  supply  most  of  these  properties  in  the  south 
western  area.  A temporary  piped  supply  and  stand  pipe  was  pro- 
vided to  serve  Fairwater  Avenue. 

Premises  Registered  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Number  of  premises  registered  to  manu- 
facture ice-cream  3 

Number  of  premises  registered  to  sell  ice- 
cream ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manu- 
facture and  preparation  of  potted, 
pickled,  pressed  or  preserved  foods  ...  13 

10  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  during  the  year  from  pre- 
mises registered  to  manufacture  ice-cream.  Two  samples  w'ere  un- 
satisfactory. It  was  established  that  the  reason  for  the  two  unsatis- 
factory samples  was  due  to  the  cooling  process.  Subsequent  samples 
proved  satisfactory. 
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Periodic  inspections  are  made  of  premises  registered  under 
the  above  Act. 

There  are  in  the  Urban  Area,  some  144  retail  food  shops,  8 
school  canteens  and  10  works  canteens. 

MEAT  INSPECTION  AND  SLAUGHTERING 
FACILITIES 

There  is  one  slaughterhouse  in  the  district.  It  is  small  and 
sited  in  a congested  commercial  area  of  Pontnewydd.  Small  animals 
only — sheep,  pigs  and  calves,  are  slaughtered  for  sale  at  two  local 
retail  shops.  Slaughtering  takes  place  at  fi.xed  and  regular  hours  and 
it  is  possible  to  inspect  all  animals  killed. 

The  numbers  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  were: 


Sheep  and  lambs 

1,977 

Pigs 

152 

Calves 

16 

The  number  of  persons  licensed  to 

slaughter  animals  ... 

3 

UNSOUND  FOOD 

During  the  year  the  following  foodstuffs  have  been  inspected, 
found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  have  been  volun- 
tarily surrendered  for  disposal: — 

(a)  Milk  Products 


Tins  pkts. 

Weight 

Tinned  milk 

20 

20  pts. 

Tinned  cream  ... 

6 

2h  lb. 

Cheese  ... 

... 

12  lb. 

Meat  Products 

Cooked  ham  ... 

29 

217  lb. 

Chopped  pork 

6 

8 lb. 

Pork 

— 

67  lb. 

Minced  beef  loaf 

9 

8 lb. 
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Stewed  steak 
Ox  tongue 
Jellied  veal 
Corned  beef 
Luncheon  meat 
Tinned  chicken 
Corned  mutton 
Tinned  sausages 
Bacon  


11  10  lb. 

8 35  lb. 

5 30  lb. 

224  344  lb. 

22  32  lb. 

2 1 lb. 

9 7 lb. 

1 lb. 

15’  lb. 


(c)  Fish  Products 

Tinned  salmon... 
Tinned  tuna 
Tinned  pilchards 

Shrimps 

Bloaters 


34  17  lb. 

1 I lb. 

1 i lb. 

1 j lb. 

— 14  lb. 


(d)  Tinned  Vegetables 
Tomatoes 
Peas 

Beans  ... 


79  98  lb. 

5 4|  lb. 

7 41  lb. 


(e)  Tinned  Fruit 


Pineapples  

21 

28  lb. 

Pears  

9 

10  lb. 

Peaches  

38 

37  lb. 

Apricots  

7 

41  lb. 

Cherries  

3 

21  lb. 

Oranges 

10 

7 lb. 

Raspberries 

1 

llh. 

Strawberries 

2 

2 lb. 

Fruit  salad  

1 

1 lb. 

Mixed  fruit  

1 

i lb. 

Sultanas 

1 

1 lb. 
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(f)  Other  foodstuffs 


Jam 

1 

1 lb. 

Soup 

3 

21  lb. 

Mustard 

12 

i lb. 

Dessiccated  coconut  ... 

2 

1 lb. 

Suet  

1 

k lb. 

Flour  

1 

1 lb. 

Coffee 

1 

1 lb. 

Lard  

39 

19|  lb. 

Total:  l,048|lbs.  20  pints 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Council  employs  a full  time  rodent  operator  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  out  the  duties  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 
Act,  1949. 

Number  of  properties  inspected  and  treated. 

Inspected  Treated 


Dwelling  Houses 

450 

269 

Business  premises  

82 

6 

Refuse  tips,  rivers,  brooks  and 
wasteground  etc.,  

34 

21 

Farms  ... 

21 

5 

Schools  and  School  Canteens 

11 

— 

598 

301 

Total  number  of  visits  made, 
including  inspection  and  re- 
visits   1,590 

All  sewers  vested  in  the  Council  were  inspected  for  rodents 
during  the  year.  Two  treatment  campaigns  for  the  eradication  of  ro- 
dents in  sewers  were  undertaken — once  in  April  and  once  in  Dec- 
ember,— when  10%  of  all  inspection  chambers  were  baited  with  rat 
poisons.  There  is  no  excessive  rat  infestation  of  the  sewers. 
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INSPECTION  OF  COUNCIL  HOUSES 

Inspection  of  Council  owned  houses  is  carried  out  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspector,  and  as  a routine  measure  all  vacant  Coun- 
cil houses  are  inspected  and  treated  with  insecticide  prior  to  re- 
letting. During  the  year  1959  some  71  dwellings  were  treated  with 
insecticide  spray  or  fumigant. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT 

During  the  year  the  Council  has  considered  the  creation  of 
Smoke  Control  Areas  in  the  new  town.  It  has  been  agreed  in  prin- 
ciple that,  on  completion  of  the  new  town  centre,  the  Council  will 
endeavour  to  establish  a Smoke  Control  Area  in  the  town  centre  and 
that  in  due  course,  the  Smoke  Control  Area  will  be  extended  to 
cover  the  whole  of  the  district. 

In  the  meantime  all  new  dwellings  being  erected  in  the  district 
are  being  equipped  with  approved  solid  fuel  heating  appliances  or 
other  smokeless  methods  of  domestic  heating. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937-48 


There  are  47  factories  in  the  area. 

Number  of  factories  to  which 

Sections  1,2,3,4,6,|?  apply 11 

Number  of  factories  to  which 

Section  7 only  applies  36 

Number  of  inspections  made 

during  the  year  78 

Number  of  sanitary  defects  found  ...  ...  6 


There  are  no  “outworkers”  employed  in  the  district. 

HOUSING 

Action  taken  under  Housing  Act,  1957,  and  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

and  Rent  Act,  1957 

(a)  Houses  demolished — Housing  Act,  1957. 

No.  of  houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  Nil 


19 


• . V''.  / Ia!*  ^ t'-' 

■ :hi: 


' ^ 


I 


■h  *l 


'il 


;/ } 


5 


J/y  V 


t 


IJ-f  ■ . . . • v 

{.  T.  •- 


••^'*  f*i  1 ■ ■ < » ’>  - 

’ . ' . ' • / f ? 


ki 


r 


. » . » I ' J • ' ' * S ^ >>.^  ■;  N 


n'-t.:  >J  r.*;.  V 


1 


D' 


r 


.-  > 


? '! 


' *■  r 


! 

• j 

' ^ 

'1 


No.  of  Demolition  Orders  made  under  Section 
17(1)  

(b)  Unfit  houses  closed — Housing  Act,  1957. 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  17  (3) 
No.  of  persons  rehoused 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  in  respect  of  part  of  a 
building,  made  under  Section  18 

No.  of  persons  rehoused 

(c)  Unfit  houses  made  fit. 

Housing  Act,  1957,  Section  9. 

By  owner  after  informal  action 

By  owner  after  formal  notice 
By  Local  Authority  in  default 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  93. 

By  owner  after  informal  action 

By  owner  after  formal  notice 

By  Local  Authority  

(d)  Improvement  Grants. 

No.  of  discretionary  grants  made  during  year 
No.  of  standard  grants  made  during  year 
No.  of  improvement  loans  made  during  year 

(e)  Rent  Act,  1957. 

No.  of  applications  received  for  Certificates 
of  Disrepair  ... 

No.  of  Certificates  granted  ... 

No.  of  Certificates  issued 

No.  of  undertakings  to  repair  accepted  by 

Council  

No.  of  applications  for  revocation  of  Certi- 
ficates   

No.  of  Certificates  revoked 
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PROVISION  OF  HOUSING  ACCOMMODATION 

(a)  Local  Authority. 

No.  of  separate  dwellings  owned  by  Local 
Authority  at  31st  December,  1959: — 

Temporary  ...  106 

Permanent  ...  1,599 

No.  of  Local  Authority  dwellings  in  course  of 

erection  at  31st  December  1959: — ...  36 

No.  of  dwellings  for  which  sanction  had  been 
given,  but  had  not  been  commenced  at 
31st  December,  1959: — ...  ...  ...  61 

(b)  Cwmbran  Development  Corporation. 

Under  construction,  31st  December,  1959: — 

Houses — 1 bedroom  ...  ...  ...  6 

2 bedroom  ...  ...  ...  59 

3 bedroom  ...  ...  ...  148 

4 bedroom  ...  ...  ...  13 

226 

Flats — 1 bedroom  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

2 bedroom  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

3 bedroom  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

46 

272 

Shops — 18 

Total  no.  of  dwellings  completed  at  31st  December  1959 

Houses  1,687 

Flats  195 


1,882 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

(c)  New'  Dwellings  completed  during  the  year. 

By  Local  Authority...  ...  ...  ...  47 

By  private  enterprise  ...  7 

By  Development  Corporation  171 


225 
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Of  the  47  new  dwellings  built  by  the  Council  during  the 
year,  18  were  of  the  three  bedroom  traditional  type  at  the  Court 
Farm  Estate,  where  14  single  bedroom  flats  were  also  constructed. 

Eleven  two  bedroom  and  4 three  bedroom  “Reema”  pre- 
cast concrete  houses  were  built  on  the  Maendy  Estate. 

The  re-development  of  the  Court  Farm  Estate  has  reached 
its  third  stage  of  construction,  and  all  war-time  hutting  will  shortly 
be  demolished.  The  second  stage  of  re-developmenl  lias  been  com- 
pleted and  the  third  and  final  stage  is  about  to  commence. 

Plans  have  been  approved  for  the  construction  of  14  bun- 
galows for  Old  Age  Pensioners,  together  with  a warden's  house,  to 
form  a special  scheme  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Pontnewydd.  This  is 
similar  to  the  scheme  now  in  operation  at  Two  Locks  Estate.  In  this 
new  scheme  a communal  lounge  will  again  be  provided,  fully  fur- 
nished and  equipped  with  a television  set  as  in  the  case  of  the  Two 
Locks  scheme.  It  has  been  decided  that  the  communal  lounge  at 
Mount  Pleasant  should  be  larger  and  fitted  with  a folding  partition 
to  enable  part  of  tlie  lounge  to  be  used  as  an  occasional  bedroom. 
The  bedroom  will  be  available  for  relatives  of  pensioners  who 
wish  to  stay  the  night  in  an  emergency. 

Plans  for  the  development  of  a large  housing  estate  at  Pen- 
y-waun  are  in  hand  and  it  is  hoped  to  accommodate  about  320 
families. 

Work  is  in  an  advanced  stage  at  the  Lightwood  site  where  31 
two  bedroom  houses  arc  being  constructed.  The  site  will  accommo- 
date a further  12  single  bedroom  flats. 

The  Cwmbran  Development  Corporation  completed  171 
dwellings  during  the  year,  the  majority  of  which  were  sited  at  the 
Town  Centre.  34  dwellings  were  provided  at  St.  Dials  (Section  1) 
site,  and  advanced  preparation  works  were  commenced  on  Section  2, 
which  adjoins  the  Council's  proposed  Penywaun  Estate. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Officers  of  the  Council  and  others  who 
have  prov  ided  me  with  material  for  this  report. 

1 am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HYWEL  G.  JENKINS, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Cwmbran. 

Telephone:  Cwmbran  3325-7. 
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